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An inclusive world where all people with disabilities - children, women and men -
live on equal terms with respect and dignity, enjoy their rights and fundamental 
freedoms and are valued as a part of the human diversity and humanity.

Shishu Sarothi holds and believes in the values of equality, sensitivity, 
accountability and commitment. 

To uphold and advocate for the rights of children and persons with disabilities, 
ensure equal opportunities, promote their inclusion and full participation in a 
non-discriminating barrier free society.

Values

Mission
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About the Organisation

Shishu Sarothi, Centre for Rehabilitation & 
Training for Multiple Disability is a registered 
not-for-profit organization established in 
1987. From a modest beginning with 2 children 
in a one room setting, it has grown into a 
leading regional level institution, working to 
enable and empower children and persons 
with disabilities for their full and effective 
participation in an inclusive society that 
respects their inherent dignity and autonomy.

Vision



Message from 
Executive Director 

2018-19 has been an eventful year. The transition in the 
leadership with Arman Ali, erstwhile Executive Director, 
moving to Delhi to head NCPEDP, and my returning 
to work at Shishu Sarothi, after a hiatus of almost 15 
years, was smooth. We concluded an Organisational 
Development exercise and a series of internal reflection 
workshops guided by consultants to finalise thematic 
areas of our work and a generic strategic plan for Shishu 
Sarothi. 

The 4 thematic areas are- 

Early Intervention - expanding and extending services to 
reach unreached children

Inclusive Education - promoting inclusion and evolving into 
a resource centre

Awareness and Advocacy - empowering rights holders and 
informing duty bearers

Research and Documentation – creating empirical evidence 
and influencing policy

An external evaluation of our work at the Centre for Inclusive 
and Vocational Education by Azim Premji Philanthropic 
Initiatives was encouraging and led to internal reviews to 
incorporate suggestions and improve services.

I look forward to consolidating and strengthening the unique 
nature of our organisation, as we stride the twin tracks of 
service delivery and a rights based approach in our work.

Mrs. Ketaki Bardalai 
Executive Director 
Shishu Sarothi
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The Centre for Inclusive & Vocational 
Education-CIVE provides all-round educational 
and therapeutic inputs for children with 
developmental disabilities, including a ‘Reverse 
Inclusion’ Playgroup, an equipped Information 
and Communication Technology (ICT) Lab, 
a school readiness program for children 
with Autism Spectrum and other pervasive 
disorders, and a Vocational Training Unit for 
young adults.

Pillar 1
Education3

- 28 new trainees were enrolled in the Vocational training Unit 
- 10 new students were enrolled at the ICT Lab 
- 5 students from CIVE were mainstreamed and are currently studying in regular schools 
- Yoga Classes for all units of CIVE were initiated in November 2018

In 2018
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RAISE –NE is a collaborative project involving 15 NGOs working across 5 
states of NE India, to complement the Inclusive Education component for 
children with disabilities in Samagra Siksha Abhiyan (SSA) in 75 SSA schools 
select districts of Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland and Tripura.  
In addition to providing active support to SSA school teachers through our 
Key Teachers, Shishu Sarothi has also been leading the Advocacy component 
of this project. Some of the major highlights of this project during the year 
were conducting the Zonal Children’s Meet and organising the Ring the 
Bell Campaign.

Regional Action on Inclusive Education (RAISE-NE)
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Child Champion Nikhil Bansal participated in an Inclusive Zonal Children’s 
meet at Kohima in October 2018.  Later Nikhil went on to  the Inclusive 
National Children’s Parliament Meet in New Delhi in January 2019, where 
he met with parliamentarians to advocate for the Children’s Manifesto. 
He also particicpated  at CATS (Children as Actors for Transforming Society) 
ASIA Forum 2019 in Panchgani in  February, 2019. 

Nikhil Pic
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Ring the Bell Campaign 
was organised from 
13th to 19th March 
2019 in the SSA schools 
and culminated with an 
enthusiastic signature 
campaign. The campaign 
was organized to sensitize 
communities on the 
enrolment of children 
with disability and to 
create awareness among 
teachers to provide 
equal opportunities for 
children with disabilities 
to participate in all class 
room activities.
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15 of the 16 educatorswho enrolled  cleared the Advanced Certificate Course 
in Inclusive Education (ACCIE) in August 2018 

•  Students of D. Ed in Special Education ( CP) course were taken for an   
    exposure visit to Special Schools and Institutions in Kolkata 

•  The second batch of students of DSE – CP successfully passed their final 
    examination and have been employed in various institutions

BISP supports higher education of students with disabilities across North 
East India

•  196 students have received the BISP scholarship 

•   95 of 196 students have completed their course 

The program has also conducted awareness programs on rights for persons 
with disabilities vis-a- vis employment opportunities and schemes for 
empowerment. Career counselling and soft skill sessions have also been 
taken up across the north-eastern states for these students.

A book titled, “Enabling Change-Stories of Empowerment”, as success stories 
is also being published to give an insight of the impact that the program has 
brought with its support.

Training/Human Resource Development Division (HRD)

Bharati Infratel Scholarship Programme (BISP)
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SPARSH unit provides comprehensive need based services to persons with 
Deafblindness (Db) and Multi-Sensory Impairment (MSI) in 2 districts of 
Kamrup and Kamrup (Metro).  In addition to the regular activities of following 
up with the Dfblind persons, the SPARSH Unit  conducted  - 

•  A 3 day long North East Regional Training on Deafblindness from 27th to 
   29th November, 2018 at Shishu Sarothi 

•  The Assam State Medical and Paramedical Training on Deafblindness on 
   14th December, 2018 at Shishu Sarothi 

SPARSH Program for Persons with Deafblindness and 
Multiple-Sensory Impairment 

Kolkata Talks

In association with the US Consulate Kolkata Shishu Sarothi conducted a 
TEDTalk-like event to  raises awareness about inclusion and accessibility and 
induces changes in social behavior. On the 1st of March, 2019 the Kolkata 
Talks show brought together experts from the U.S. Consulate Alumni 
community and disability advocates, led by our Board Member Arman Ali, to 
discuss the inclusion of persons with disabilities.  The speaking event is to be 
followed by Alumni-led follow-on workshops.  The objective of this project 
was to use awareness building to diminish the socio-cultural constraints of 
persons with disabilities and improve accessibility in public spaces in east and 
north-east India.
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Shishu Sarothi also launched the English Access Micro scholarship Program 
(Access) in October 2018  in association with the US Consulate for providing 
functional English language knowledge for students with and without 
disabilities in the age group of 13 to 20 years old from  weaker economic 
sections of soociety . Access provides a foundation of English language skills 
to bright economically disadvantaged / deserving students primarily 13 to 
20 years olds worldwide through after-school classes and intensive session 
in their countries. Access programs expose students to US culture and 
democratic values, improve the student’s potential to participate successfully 
in socio-economic development of their countries and increase their chances 
of competing for and participating in future US Exchange and study 
programs. Shishu Sarothi coordinates the Access Program r in two facilities 
- one in Shillong  in association with the Hill Crest School and the other 
program is offered at Shishu Sarothi.



Early Intervention services are aimed at 
offering assessment, screening, appropriate 
therapy inputs and home management 
programs for infants, high risk babies and  
young children with delayed development 
milestones.

Pillar 2
Health4

- 257 new children were enrolled 
- 121 follow up cases attended
- 4454 total sessions conducted
- Afternoon sessions initiated to enhance cognitive, social and ADL skills for children .
- Free play stimulation programs organized

- 317 children were enrolled
- 65 neonates referred from Neonatal Intensive Care Unit,of the Pediatrics Dept of GMCH
- 750 total sessions conducted
- 209 High risk babies assessed and families counselled

Early Intervention services
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Early Intervention 
Program at Shishu 
Sarothi

Early Intervention 
Program at the 
Composite Regional 
Centre
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2 Physiotherapists received their 
certificates on completion of the 1 
year long Child Development Aide 
training at Umeed, Mumbai.

Counselling services provided at 
Shishu Sarothi included a range of 
individual and group counselling for 
parents  and psychological evaluation 
and assessment of children . Parents 
support group meetings, regular 
counselling sessions for families 
and children availing the Early 
Intervention and Centre for Inclusive 
and Vocational Education children 
were conducted. The Counselling 
team in collaboration with SSA Block 
Elementary Education Office, Rani 
Block, Kamrup District conducted a 
camp for IQ Assessment for children 
with intellectual disabilities there to 
facilitate appropriate interventions 
and certifications.

(Weekly early intervention services for young children with disability in 
collaboration with a local organisation)

- 181 children enrolled and provided with therapeuticservices 
- 39 children from neighbouring districts of Korajhar, Chirang, Barpeta, 
  Dhubri and Bongaigaon availed services 
- 11 Children from Meghalaya also availed services 

Out Reach Programme (Goalpara)



Pillar 3
Advocacy & Awareness5

The Disability Law Unit – North East (DLU-
NE) carries out advocacy and legal literacy on 
rights of persons with disabilities awareness 
raising programs in an effort to influence 
policies relating to persons with disabilities. 
Additionally, the DLU-NE team also provides 
legal counsel, and litigation support for 
grievance redressal.

The Disability Law Unit – North East (DLU-NE)

300 participants including persons with disabilities, NGOs and DPOs attended a state 
level seminar organized with support from the Social Welfare Department, Assam 
and a regional seminar organized in partnership with National Centre for Promotion 
of Employment for Disabled People (NCPEDP). The seminars were on “The Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016” and status quo of implementation of the RPWD 
Act, 2016.

4000 officials and members of the public in Assam were sensitised on conducting 
Accessible Elections in two phases - five zones in October, 2018 and  eight zones in 
March, 2019 in collaboration with the Election Department of Government of Assam. 
Street plays were also organised at various locations to take the message forward.

13
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3 major milestones achieved with legal intervention by DLU-NE

First ever Disability Certificate issued for person with Thalassemia - new 
disability recognized under the RPDAct 2016 – in Assam in response to legal 
action taken on behalf of PhD Scholar with Thalassemia, applying for UGC 
Scholarship at Tezpur University.

Inclusion of privately owned public establishments in the ambit of the RPD 
Act, in Court ruling in case relating to denial of access to services in a leading 
Gym chain in Guwahati. Hon’ble Gauhati High Court ruled that authorities 
do not have appropriate understanding of importance and significance of 
RPDAct 2016, and directed Social Welfare Dept of Govt of Assam to conduct 
sensitization programs for its officials and issue general circulars to all Govt 
and private establishments highlighting salient features of the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, and ensure that public buildings, facilities 
and services are accessible to persons with disabilities.

Historic judgement of Hon’ble Gauhati Court overturning hitherto ineligibility 
of persons with hearing impairment to become Teachers /Assistant Teachers 
under the Teachers’ Eligibility Test norms of Govt of Assam, in response to 
petition of person with hearing impairment who was then allowed to appear 
before the State Level Medical Board for verification of disability status.



Shishu Sarothi recognises that the need of the 
hour is to carry out evidence based research to 
initiate dialogues and influence policies and
services for Persons with Disabilities. 
Disaggregated data on disability is sparse. 
Internal reflections during the Strategic Planning 
exercise held during the year also led to the 
inclusion of Research and Documentation as a 
strategic area for Shishu Sarothi in the future. 

Pillar 4
Research6

During the year a Research Study 
titled ‘SDG Disability Tracker II’ was 
carried out in collaboration with 
Voluntary Services Overseas (VSO). 
The study focused on the situation 
of Persons with Disabilities in the 
context of SDG 5, 6 and 8 in the 
post conflict districts of Chirang and 
Kokrajhar, Assam. The final report 
of this study was released on 27th 
March, 2019. 

15
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7 Shishu Sarothi in the News 
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8 Internship

During the year students from these 
institutions completed internship

Institute

Army Public School, Narengi

Assam Down Town University

Avinashilingam University Women for Higher Studies, 
Coimbatore

BMBB Commerce College, Guwahati

BSF Sr. Sec., Shillong

Christ University, Bangalore

Delhi Public School, Guwahati

Don Bosco School, Panbazar, Guwahati 

Don Bosco University, Guwahati

Faculty Higher Secondary School, Amingaon, 
Guwahati

G.H.S.S 

Guwahati University, Jalukbari

Handique Girls’ College, Guwahati

Icon Commerce College, Guwahati

IDOL, Guwahati University

18
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Institute  

Indira Gandhi National Open University, Guwahati

Indraprastha College for Women, Delhi

Kamla Nehru College, Delhi

Karmashree Hiteswar Saikia College

Kaziranga University, Jorhat

K.C. Das Commerce College, Guwahati

Loreto College, Kolkata

Mahatma Gandhi University

MAYO College Ajmer

NEF College of Management and Technology Guwahati

NEF Law College Guwahati

NERIM Group of Institutions, Guwahati

NLUJA, Assam

Northeast Regional Institute of Management, Guwahati

NPS International School Guwahati 

Pragjyotika Jr. College, Guwahati

Royal Global Institute, Guwahati

Royal Global School, Guwahati 

Sarala Birla Gyanjyoti, Amingaon

South Point School, Guwahati

SP Jain Institute of Management and Research, 
Mumbai

Institute  

St.Edmund's College, Shillong

Symbiosis College of Arts and Commerce, 
Pune, Maharastra

Symbiosis Institute of Computer Studies and Research, 
Pune, Maharastra

Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Guwahati

Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai

The Assam Kaziranga University, Jorhat

The Assam Valley School, Sonitpur

Tihu College, Nalbari

University of Science and Technology, Meghalaya



9 Donors

1 Alka Ajitsaria

2 Abhishek Agarwal

3 Ajay Kumar Agarwal

4 Akash Guha

5 Amalia Bharech Agarwal

6 Amen Jamir

7 Amit Choudhury

8 Amit Sureka

9 Anahita Kunwar

10 Angana Choudhury

11 Anisha Sharma

12 Anita Kalita

13 Anix Singh

14 Aswini Baruwa

15 Basant Bardalai

16 Biman Hazarika

17 Binod  Agarwala

18 Charu Sharma

19 Chockalingam Arunach

20 Clemens Hackl

Individual Donors

21 Darpan Kalita

22 Darshana Baruah

23 Deepak Khater

24 Dhritiman Borkakoty

25 Diganta Saikia

26 Dr. Alaka Goswami

27 Dr. D Talukdar

28 Dr. Elbert Khiangte

29 Dr. Farhan Ali

30 Dr. Kishor Kr Nath

31 Dr. Nirupama Jodhani

32 Dr. Puja Banerjee

33 Dr. R Saikia

34 Dr. R. R Das

35 Dr. Seema Chaurasia

36 Dr. Shameen Ahmed

37 Dr. Smita Das

38 Dr.Barnali Das

39 Fariza Hussain

40 Gautam Baruah
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41 Geetanjali Khound

42 Hirakani Medhi

43 Jayashree Medhi

44 Jitendera Nahata

45 Juhie Saboo

46 Kamal Chetri

47 Kanhaiya Prajapat

48 Karat Venugopal Parameshwar

49 Keyur Sorathia

50 Kunal Jain

51 Kusum Chowdhury 

52 Labu Senapati

53 M.F. Jabrot

54 Madhabi Medhi

55 Madhu Goenka

56 Major Sarfaraj Ali

57 Malvika Sharma

58 Manish Agarwal

59 Manoj Mehra

60 Maya Bawri

61 Md. Aslam

62 Mohitosh Chakroborty

63 Mrigen Das

64 Mrs. Swapna Chowdhury

65 Mudita Bel

66 Nabajyoti Kumar

67 Nafeeza Pavri

68 Nancy Chaki

69 Nayan Prasad

70 Neelom Khound

71 Nirnita Talukdar

72 Nripen Das

73 Nystha & Kaustubh

74 P. K. Banerji

75 Pallavi Barua

76 Paloma Dutta

77 Pankaj Khedia

78 Poonam Bansal

79 Pradip Kumar Paul

80 Pratap Agarwala

81 Predit Patodva

82 Pritom Das

83 Probodh Chandra Medhi

84 Puja Rajkhowa

85 Rafiqul Islam

86 Raghav Bardalai
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87 Raj Deb

88 Rajiv Sarma

89 Rakesh Dugar

90 Rakhee S. Chowdhury

91 Ramji Parit

92 Ranjit Sarogi

93 Rashmee Deka

94 Rashmi Baruah

95 Ratan Kumar Das

96 Ratanlal Kundalia

97 Ravindra Nakum

98 Rebeca Morang

100 Renu Modi

102 Ridhi Agarwal

103 Rishab Bansali

104 Rishi Singh

105 Ritesh Garodia

106 Rohan Barman

107 Roni Rajkhowa

108 Rupnath Das

109 Samir Kumar Baidya

110 Samrat Agarwal

111 Sanjay Krishna Saxena

112 Sanjay Kumar Patni

113 Sanjeev Chakravarty

114 Sanjeev Chadha

115 Saroj Khemka

116 Satish Agarwal

117 Shibani Menezes

118 Shubash Das

119 Shyamadabhiram Saikia

120 Sneha Manohar

121 Sobha Hazarika

122 Sri. Samir K. Sinha, IAS

123 Suchitra Pyarelal

124 Sudhir Sarkar

125 Swati Das

126 Tanushree Hazarika

127 Tanvi Agarwal

128 Tapan Barman

129 Vineet Katyal

130 Vinod Kumar Ramchandran

131 Vishal Sarma

132 Vishwanath Sowani

133 Vivek Crishna

134 Yuingamphi Ruivanao



23

1 Ajmal Foundation

2 Alcare Diagnostic

3 Anfar Foundation NGO

4 Arpan Lions Club

5 Assam Branch Indian Tea Association

6 Ayursundra Diagnostic Center

7 Bagaria Public Welfare Trust

8 Chetna Ladies Club

9 Excel Center

10 Happy Child School

11 Haq Ka Niwala

12 Industrial and Farm Equipment

13 Om Prakash Bhimsaria (Agarwalla)

14 Memorial Charitable Trust

15 Pasfar Technologies Pvt Ltd

16 Prerana IAS Officers’ Wives Association

17 Sarat Chandra Kagti Charitable Trust

18 Sitaram Jindal Foundation

Organizational Donors



10 Major Grants

Program Supported Fund Releasing Authority Amount Released 
During The Year (INR)

Centre for Inclusive & 
Vocational Education

Azim Premji Philanthropic 
Initiative

67,96,000

Disability Law Unit - NE Light for the World 39,31,670

Bharti Infratel Scholarship 
Program

Bharati Infratel Ltd. 32,83,596

Core Support and Early 
Intervention at CRC

Human Capability Foundation 25,54,351

Research SDGD 12,49,185

Access English 
Microscholarship Program

US Consulate 10,79,813
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11 Financial Reports

Financial Reports from 1st April, 2018 to 31st March, 2019

Balance Sheet as on 31st March, 2019

PARTICULARS 2018-2019 Rs. Lakh %

ASSETS

FIXED ASSESTS 81.46 28.14

INVESTMENT 30.66 10.59

LOANS &ADVANCES 36.98 12.77

CASH & BANK BALANCES 140.43 48.50

TOTAL 289.53 100

LIABILITIES 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 267.20 92.29

PROVISIONS 0.22 0.08

CURRENT LIABILITIES 22.11 7.63

TOTAL 289.53 100
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Receipts & Payments A/C as on 31st March, 2019  

 2018-2019 Rs. Lakh %

RECEIPT 

OPENING BALANCE 85.11 21.07

GRANTS RECEIVED 246.24 60.97

BANK INTEREST 3.56 0.88

DONATIONS 38.89 9.63

SALE OF CRAFT ITEMS 2.08 0.51

FEES (ADMISSION & MONTHLY) 12.55 3.11

AUDITORIUM HIRE CHARGES 0.37 0.09

SPONSORSHIP RECEIVED 0.33 0.08

LOANS & ADVANCES 14.57 3.61

CURRENT LIABILITIES & 
PROVISIONS 

0.22 0.05

TOTAL 403.92 100

PAYMENTS 

INDIRECT EXPENSES 73.56 18.21

LOANS & ADVANCES 13.45 3.33

CURRENT LIABILITIES & 
PROVISIONS 

0.25 0.06

CASH & BANK BALANCE 140.43 34.77

DIRECT EXPENSES 176.23 43.63

TOTAL 403.92 100
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 2018-2019 Rs. Lakh %

INCOME 

FCRA 102.89 33.84

NON FCRA 201.14 66.16

TOTAL 304.03 100

EXPENDITURE 

FCRA 83.51 27.47

NON FCRA 154.32 50.76

EXCESS OF INCOME OVER 
EXPENDITURE, FCRA & NON FCRA 

66.20 21.77

TOTAL 304.03 100

Income & Expenditure as on 31st March, 2019

AUDITOR – Sanjay Hazarika & Co., Chartered Accountants
Complete audited statement of accounts available on request



12 Shishu Sarothi Profile

Official Address
Off Ramakrishna Mission Road, Birubari, 
Guwahati-781016

Telephone (mobile)
919207049810, +916000625669

Email
contactus@shishusarothi.org
info@shishusarothi.org

Website
http://www.shishusarothi.org

Social Media
www.facebook.com/ShishuSarothi 
www.twitter.com/shishusarothi
www.instagram.com/shishusarothi

Registration details
R/S 3469 of 1987-1988 dated 09.03.1988 
Under The Societies Registration Act

Registered with the Dept. Of Social Welfare. 
Govt. of Assam U/S 52 of the Persons with 
Disabilities Act, 1995

Registration under the IT Act: 708/12A/CA/87-88 
dated 17.10.1988 

PAN number
AALAS0979G

FCRA registration number and date
020780030 dated 26.03.1992

Online donations can be made to
Axis Bank Account No:375010100021191
Account Holder’s Name : Shishu Sarothi
IFSCode:UTIB0000375
Branch Code : 375
Swift Code: 140
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13 Governing Body Members

Sl. No Name / Designation

1 Mr. Satyamrit Kagti, Chairperson

2 Dr. Ashwini Baruwa, Vice Chairperson

3 Mr. Arman Ali, Joint Treasurer

4 Ms. Kavita Patwari, Joint Treasurer

5 Mr P.P. Varma, IAS, Member

6 Ms. Mira Kagti, Founder Member

7 Mr. Shumone Chatterjee, Member

8 Ms. Madhu Goenka, Member

9 Dr. Harsha Bhattercharjee, Member

29



14 Testimonials

Ms. Patti Hoffman, US Consul General Kolkata visited Shishu Sarothi on 27th February, 2019 

Mr. D.K. Kamra , Regional Executive Director, AAI, North East Region visited Shishu Sarothi on
21st April, 2018 

Gunjan Deka, AGM (S & M) ,Topcem Cement visited Shishu Sarothi on 12th April, 2018

“Thank you for a very inspiring visit today and 
congratulations on a wonderful institution.”

“It gives me immense pleasure to express my feeling 
that I really loved the way the Centre is being handled. 
Great efforts and really very great work is being done 
by Mr. Armaan and his team. I appreciate. Sincere 
gratitude for inviting me.”

“It gives us immense pleasure to be a part of Shishu 
Sarothi. The kids and parents along with teachers, 
caretakers give us the happiness to live with.
Thank you all for giving us the opportunity to be 
associated with.”
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